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Debt Summit 


WORLD LEADERS TO MEET WITH LEADERS OF 
| NDEBTED NATIONS FOR HISTORIC DEBT SUMMIT 
- JULY 20 


The Group of Eight richest nations (G8) will hold 
an unprecedented meeting with their counterparts 
from the poorest nations in Tokyo on July 20. The 
‘Debt Summit', originally proposed by the 
international Jubilee 2000 campaign, will take 
place the day before the official annual meeting of 
the G8 leaders where decisions are made on world 
affairs. 


A new deal on debt will be discussed at the 
meeting by the G8 Heads of State (Britain, US, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan and Canada) and 
South African President Mbeki (chair of the 
Conference of Non-Aligned Nations), Nigerian 
President Obasanjo (chair of the G77), Algerian 
President Bouteflika (chair of the Organization of 
African Unity), and Thai Prime Minister Leekpai 
(representing the UN Conference on Trade and 
Development and ASEAN). 


Earlier this year, the Southern leaders officially 
requested to attend the G8 summit to discuss 
what more can be done to tackle the debt crisis. 
After a year of promises from the G8, not one 
country has had any debt cancelled, and only nine 
of 41 have had limited relief. In the countries 
where the majority of people live in extreme 
poverty, up to 60% of GNP is used to service 
external debts. 


Ann Pettifor, Director of J ubilee 2000 said: 


"Leaders from the South will be telling the G8 
that the debt crisis is an emergency that cannot 
wait. We are hoping that practical steps will come 
out of the Debt Summit with reassurance from 
both sides. From the South that the money will 
be ploughed into meeting basic needs. From the 
North that they will stop taking money 
immediately from the poorest countries and finally 
write-off debts that will otherwise continue to 
prevent basic economic and social development 
for millions of people." 


Jubilee 2000's latest report "Island Mentality" 
shows that the current G8 debt package on offer - 
worth $100 billion - will take at least 5 years to 
implement, and will cancel on average only one- 
third of the debts of 41 countries. This means 
that even countries who eventually benefit will still 
be spending more on debt repayments than on 
health or education. 


For more information: Sarah Finch on +44 (0) 
7739 1000 ext 242 or +44 (0) 7970 175 324 
Notes for Editors: 


1. The Debt Summit will be in Tokyo at 3pm at 
Geihinkan (The State Guest House) on Thursday 
20 July. The official G8 summit is on the J apanese 
resort island of Okinawa, July 21 - 23. 


2. Jubilee 2000 is organising events around the 
world as part of SummitWatch, calling on the G8 
to cancel the debts of the poorest countries in 
Okinawa. www.dropthedebt.org for more details. 





Biological War in Colombia 
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We appreciate the non commercial diffusion of the 
message below through your channels. The 
faithful translation to other languages is 
authorized. 


CALL AGAINST THE BIOLOGICAL WAR IN 
COLOMBIA 


Colombia, the leading country in the negotiations 
of the “Biosecurity Protocol”, is also the number 
one candidate among other countries of Asia and 
Central- and South-America for receiving the 
Green Agent, a fungus which attacks the 
denominated illicit cultivation. 


What is certain, beyond the signification that such 
an offensive can have, is that the local farmers as 
well as sectors of the United States and the 
European Union refuse* the warlike and genocide 
focus of the “Plan Colombia” of which the budget 
was approved by the US Government. 


A proof of the seriousness of the fumigations 
envisioned in the “Plan Colombia” is found in a 
detailed report of the “Sunshine Project”. The 
objective of this new non-profit organization is to 
reveal the abuses of the biotechnologies. It invites 
the meeting of the United Nations Biodiversity 
Convention to put a halt to the dangerous 
experiments that the USA are carrying out with 
the above mentioned fungi designed to kill the 
cultivation of drug plants (coca, poppies and 
marijuana) and that they now want to apply in 
Colombia. 


According to this report “the strains of the fungi 
Fusarium Oxysporum and Pleospora Papaveraceae 
can also infect and kill plants other than coca, 
poppies and marijuana in ecologically sensitive 
areas of Asia and America. One of the major 
threat is that the fungi have not been tested in 
ecosystems having the characteristics of those 
which would be affected. Moreover, they would 
also kill varieties genetically close to the coca and 
on which depend other vegetal and animal species 
and the equilibrium of the ecosystems”. 


If it were not enough, the release of these fungi to 
the ambient allows any kind of contact with other 
living creatures, without regard to the political 
frontiers. The strains of Fusarium Oxysporum are 
highly toxic for animals and humans: the birds 
eating contaminated seeds are in danger, and the 
use of coca leaves - which is legal in Peru and 
Bolivia - can represent a threat to the human 
health. 


The consequences of the release of these fungi 
have not been measured up to a minimum, and as 
says Susana Pimiento of the Sunshine Project, 
“they play Russian roulette” as once released to 
the ambient, the deadly fungi cannot be 
recuperated. 


Due to the above, the Fusarium was labelled as 
BIOLOGICAL WEAPON, because “it can produce 
microtoxins lethal enough to be considered as war 
weapons and that are listed as biological agents in 
the draft Protocol of the Convention of Biological 
and Toxic Weapons”. 


Historical memory cannot forget, and this is an 
enlightening evidence, the intensive use of toxic 
weedkillers during the Vietnam war (Orange 
Agent): thirty years later, when the consequences 
of the Orange Agent are well known,. the USA are 
planning to use a biological agent (Green Agent) 
in the War against Drugs. 


Although they maintain the contrary, the 
American scientists are experimenting with clones 
and genetically modified strains of the Fusarium: 
this is not a vague suspicion which would add to 
the above mentioned issues, but an even greater 
threat. 

About the Sunshine Project: 
http://www.sunshine? project.org 

Special documents of international anaysis of the 
Plan: http: //pagina.de/visur 

Text of the “Plan Colombia”: 
http: //www.usembassy. state. gov/colombia 








* An evidence of the refusal is that the European 
Union supports the peace process, but not the 
“Plan Colombia”. At a meeting in Mesa de 
Donantes, Spain, several members of the 
European Parliament and NGOs expressed their 
concerns with respect to the serious threats of the 
“Plan Colombia” taking into account the fact that 
the region to be affected is part of the Amazonian 
system and the consequences are incalculable. 


Colombia URGENTLY needs Peace, Franternity and 
Universal Good Will! 

Because it is part of the Community of Nations 
and is a fundamental cell of the global organism 
called Humanity. This however will never happen 
with the present “Plan Colombia”. 


Facing the seriousness of the situation - which 
affects not only Colombia - we request that the 
present “Plan Colombia” be reconsidered and that 
more clever alternatives be sought to solve the 
core problems with the participation of all the 
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Colombian sectors which would be affected by the 
“Plan”, to avoid irreversible damages to the 
human beings and to the national and 
international ecosystems, in alla aspects of the 
common life. 


For the above explained motives, we hereafter 
sign the present CALL AGAINST THE BIOLOGICAL 
WAR IN COLOMBIA, as a testimony of our refusal 
of the warlike focus of the present “Plan 
Colombia”. 


Colombia, the 3rd of J uly 2000. 


Pablo Felipe Pérez 
Director 


Proyecto Periodismo Independiente Alternativo 
Apartado Aéreo # 56381. 

Medellin. Colombia. 

URL: 

http://www. geocities.com/Athens/Column/1536/ 
Direccién Electrénica: 
mailto: rmcpq146@telefonica.net.co 








The adhesions can be sent to the address: 
mailto: rmcpq146@telefonicanet.co 

with the text “Firmo el LLAMAMIENTO contra la 
guerra biologica en Colombia” (I sign the CALL 
against the biological war in Colombia), your name 
and your country. 





We invite all the goodwill persons to sign the Call 
and to send signed copies to the media, 
governments, embassies, NGOs, the United 
nations, etc., with a profound concept of fraternity 
and universal good will, to avoid a human and 
ecological disaster in Colombia. 


Of your action today will depend the present and 
future of the much expected New Colombia. Men 
and women of good of all the World, please speak 
up! 


Translation: Thierry & Dean 
coorditrad@attac. org 


Johnson 





Aid in GMOs 


Ecologists in Action Expose Exporting Transgenic 
Surplus as 'Humanitarian Aid' 


The generalized rejection of transgenic food by 
European and Asian consumers caused a severe 
decrease in US grain exportations. As a 
consequence, the US Department of Agriculture 


decided to export the transgenic corn surpluses to 
the Third World as ‘Humanitarian Aid’ through the 
United Nations and US Aid agencies. According to 
Ecologists in Action, ADM and Cargill, two of the 
largest multinationals in the world grain and seed 
market, have taken advantage from this decision. 


Four years of generalized rejection of transgenic 
food and plants by European consumers and the 
farmers, and the expansion of it to other 
countires, as Japan, South-Korea, Australia, New 
Zealand, or India have shaken up the US market 
of transgenic food, the first producer in the world. 
The area cultivated with transgenic corn has 
decreased by some 25% during the last crop, and 
the exportation towards the European Union went 
down from 360 M$/year to nearly zero now. This 
fall can be even greater, as Japan and South- 
Korea, the part of Asia where the opposition to 
transgenic aliments most quickly increases, 
import US cereals worth 11,330 M$/year. 


According to Ecologists in Action, over last year 
USA gave away 500,000 metric tons of corn and 
derived products worth 111 M$ to international aid 
programmes. It is calculated that some 30% of 
this aid consisted of transgenic corn. Large 
transgenics multinational are said to have taken 
advantage of these juicy donations, among which 
ADM (Archer Daniels Midland) and Cargill, who 
won one third of the total aid contracts. 


These exportations of transgenic food as 
alimentary aid are paid by the USA as multimillion 
grants to producers who can't find a "free" market 
to sell their products. Moreover, they escape any 
control and therefore violate the Biosecurity 
Protocol which supposedly regulates’ the 
international traffic of transgenics. 


According declarations of Elfrieda P. Strauss, of 
Biowatch, a South-African organisation, "Africa is 
used as the trash can of the world. Donating seeds 
and food of dubious safety is not a kindness, but 
rather an intent more to prevent the continent to 
come out of its dependance on foreign aid". 


Ecologists in Action deem this poisonous gift in 
form of alimentary aid to be the guise under which 
the US administration subsidises the ill-developing 
transgenic economy. The innocuousness of these 
foods and seeds for health and the environment, 
and the controls to which they are subjected are 
seriously questionned by facts as the recent 
scandal caused by the distribution in the UK, 
France, Germany and Sweden of rapeseed 
contaminated by transgenic varieties. These seeds 
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had passed the supposed controls of the producer 
company as well as those of the four countries 
where it was commercialised. According to the 
ecologist organisation, this reminds of the 
exportations to Africa of toxic agricultural products 
past their sell-by date or forbidden by the US Food 
Administration itself, or the use of poor countries 
as dumps for dangerous residues generated in rich 
countries, made possible by the permissive (if 
existing at all) legislation of these countries. 


Ecologists in Action 
http: //www.nodo50.org/ecologistas/ 





Informativo 
Translation 


First published Correo 
informativo@attac.org - 
coorditrad@attac.org 








Action to lobby European Union 


The European directive 98/44/EC which allows the 
patenting of plants, animals and parts of the 
human body, is raising a quickly growing 
opposition form all parts of the world, concerning: 


1- The introduction in the environment of 
genetically modified organisms that will derive 
from the concession of patents. While no benefits 
have yet been recorded from the spread of GMOs 
in nature, the risks to health and the environment 
have been amply demonstrated, as has the 
damage that will suffer the economies of poorer 
nations 


2- The privatisation of living matter, which must 
remain mankind’s collective heritage. Patents on 
food crops (granted with the alibi of a genetic 
modification) will allow a few industries to have 
global control over food production. Patents on 
human genes will block scientific research and the 
discovery of new medecines, and will eventually 
clear the way for the modification of the human 
specie. 


The Netherlands, Italy and Norway have 
challenged the Directive: if the European Court of 
Justice were to uphold the appeal, the European 
Commission would be liable for any damage 
resulting from its application. 


The directive 98/44/EC must not become law: it is 
a “legal monster” that: 


- Violates democratic principles, as 
representatives of the civil society, that opposed 
the Directive all over the world, were not heard 
during drafting process 


- Violates constitutional principles for the 
safeguard of health, the environment and human 
rights 


- Legalises biopiracy and creates confusion 
between “discoveries” and “inventions” 


- Fails to harmonize national legislations and to 
establish legal certainty, on account of the very 
numerous contradictions it contains 


- Violates important international treaties, 
including: the Treaty of the European Union, the 
Convention on Biodiversity, the European Patent 
Convention, the Council of Europe’s Convention on 
Bioethics, the UNESCO declaration for the 
Protection of Human Genome, the UN declaration 
of Human Rights, etc. 


- Is based on a false legal premise, without which 
it would not have been approved by the European 
Parliament: Article 95 (former 100A) of the Treaty 
of the European Union instead of Article 308 
(former 235) 


- Clears the way to the violation of basic ethical 
values, as demonstrated recently by the European 
Patent Office, which awfully decided to implement 
the Directive, thereby taking the liberty of 
granting a patent for the cloning of human 
embryos. 


To be sent before J uly 30" 
Dear President Prody 


Our last desperate appeal is to you and your 
sense of responsability: we ask the European 
commission to apply the Principle of Precaution 
and to deliberate a review of Directive 98/44/EC, 
in the light of the knowledge that has been 
evidenced, in the last two years, of the 
catastrophic and irreversible effects that would 
follow from its application: 

- on ethical values 

- on public health 

- on the environment and on animals 

- on scientific research 

- on the economic survival of developing countries 


Thanking you in advance, we ask you to make it 
possible for Directive 98/44/EC to be revised, 
confident that you will allow the constantly 
growing voice of the representatives of the civil 
society to be heard. 
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Name 
Surname 
Nationality 
Profession 
Address 
Organization 
Signature 


To be sent to 

Prof Romano Prodi 

European Commission 

200, rue de la Loi 

B - 1049 - Bruxelles 
BELGIUM 
presidentsregister@cec. eu. int 





Govern the I nternet 


Activists from around the world, participate to the 
imposed election of the “Internet governing body” 
before being governed by it. 


From : Mariko Silver 


It strikes me as important that decisions about the 
shape of the Internet should be made by a more 
global constituency. Right now the developed 
world is particularly underrepresented, so... 


In October, the Internet Corporation for Assigned 
Names and Numbers (ICANN) will be holding 
elections to its nine-member governing body. This 
board will represent a de_ facto _ internet 
government. Although the board's authority 
remains unclear--it will among other things 
determine the allocation of new top-level domain 
names and set a range of technical standards-- 
these elections will in many ways decide the 
future of the internet. 


Anyone above the age of 16 with an email address 
can vote, but so far only 25,000 people around 
the world have registered at ICANN's site ( 
www.icann.org ). The developing world, in 
particular, is under-represented: for example, only 
about 215 Indians have so far registered. Unless 
this situation is changed, the developing world 
could be missing out on an opportunity to shape 
the internet. 


REGISTER AT ICANN'S SITE. TIME IS RUNNING 
OUT: THE DEADLINE FOR REGISTERING IS J ULY 
31ST! 

Please pass this message on to friends: The more 
people register to vote, the more democratic the 
elections. 

For more information: 


1. Send an email to |CANNelections@india.com 





2. www.icann.org : The official ICANN site is a 
good place to begin for background on the election 
schedule and regulations. 


3. www.icannwatch.org : |CANNwatch is a good 
source of information and public discussion on the 
(often controversial) steps being taken by ICANN. 





4. www.cdt.org : The Center for Democracy and 
Technology has been a vocal critic of ICANN's 
proposals. Note, in particular, its "Letter to Esther 
Dyson" (Dyson is the Chairperson of ICANN). 


5. www.msnbc.com/news/428654.asp : A brief 
but informative article that ran recently on 
MSNBC. 





